Information for the Class of 1966 Mini Reunion, 17-20 September, 2009

As of 4 May, 2009
   Although the dates of the reunion will be 9/17- 9/20, room prices are guaranteed for 9/14-9/21, for those who want to arrive early and/or stay late.

    Location: Sawgrass Marriott Resort and Spa, 1000 PGA Tour Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

    The nearest commercial airport is Jacksonville International, JAX. The nearest private airfield is St. Augustine. There will be no bus transportation hassles to worry about during this Mini Reunion, as all CLASS EVENTS, except the St. Augustine visit, will be at the Sawgrass Resort- so you might consider renting a car if you are flying in- there are car rental agencies at the Jacksonville airport, St. Augustine, Jacksonville, Jacksonville Beach, and at the Sawgrass Resort itself. 

- Room rates and selections are as follows:

   Island Green Villa Room: $139

   Island Green Villa Suite (LR + kitchen): $150- $189

   Island Green Villa 2 Bedroom Suite: $328

   Main Resort Hotel Room: $139

   (All rates + tax). Note: Normal $10/day parking fee is waived for our Class

   For room reservations call 1-800-457- (4653), or visit Website:

   www.sawgrassmarriott.com
    This website also offers detailed information about the Sawgrass Resort and its facilities, including Beach Club info and Spa package details.

PROGRAM AND ACTIVITIES (all prices per person)

(All Class Events at the Sawgrass are “Dress Casual”- no coats, no ties).

Registration Fee- $35

Wednesday, September 16, 2009 (Early arrivals)

Golf- See below

Beginner’s Golf Lessons- Golf 101- $85

Intermediate/Advanced Golf Lessons- $145

Spa (As desired- concierge)

Tennis- Full day Package- $105 (As desired, per hr.- $17 through concierge)

Hospitality suite, with open bar 6:00- 7:30

Thursday, September 17, 2009

Golf- See below

Beginner’s Golf Lessons- Golf 101- $85

Intermediate/Advanced Golf Lessons- $145

Morning Beach Horseback Riding- $95

Deep Sea and Intracoastal Fishing- Deep sea: $1,450 for up to 6 people (2 boats available);
Intracoastal: $780 for up to 3 people (2 boats available)

Kayaking, Fresh water- $95

Spa (As desired- concierge)

Tennis- Full day Package- $105 (As desired, per hr.- $17 through concierge)

Shopping, other visits, as desired (See below)

CLASS EVENT: 6:00- 7:30 Welcome Reception in Hospitality Suite, with open bar and           snacks- $20

Friday, September 18, 2009

CLASS EVENT: 8:30- 9:30 Business meeting, Heritage CDE- No charge

CLASS EVENT: St. Augustine Historic and/or Shopping visit- as desired, on own


Segway Tour, St. Augustine- $95


Trolley Tour (Info below)

CLASS EVENT: 7- 9 Gourmet Wine and Cheese Tasting Social, w/hor’s douvres- $40

Saturday, September 19, 2009

Golf- See below

Morning Beach Horseback Riding- $95

Parasailing- $125; $10 extra for "sport flight"; $35 for non fliers (space-A)

Spa (As desired- concierge)

Tennis- Full day Package- $105 (As desired, per hr.- $17 through concierge)

Shopping, other visits, as desired (See below)

CLASS EVENT: 6:00- Midnight DINNER/DANCE: Hospitality suite, with open bar, 6:00- 7:15; 7:30- 9:00 Class Dinner: All-you-can-eat Gourmet Buffet, includes 2 bottles of wine per table (thanks to donation from Mike Oshel; see below for menu). Live band, "Susie Kite", plays from 9 to Midnight - $105 

Sunday, September 20, 2009

Golf- See below

Sunday Brunch (Optional, through concierge)

Check out

OTHER AREA INFORMATION 

   For non-golfers, spouses, and other family members, there are many other activities, in addition to the optional ones listed above, that are just a short distance away, especially for those who wish to come early or stay later. 

1) St. Augustine, of course, is a prime attraction, and there is more to see and do there than can be done in just our Friday scheduled visit; however, most of them can be seen by taking a tour with Old Town Trolley Tours- at a special discount for ‘66ers of only $15; this is a get on/get off whenever you want shuttle trolley that runs every 20 minutes or so, and includes a bus shuttle to the St. Augustine Beach, lighthouse, etc.; also, they offer discount coupons for the places you want to visit along the way- an absolute must for seeing the city. This price is also good Sat. and Sun. Some attractions: oldest permanent settlement; beautifully preserved Spanish fort San Marcos from the 1700’s; the site of the first Spanish landing in the U.S., marked by a 10 story cross and a small chapel; oldest school house; old jail with gift shop; and Ponce DeLeon's "Fountain of Youth" for those in need of rejuvenation (who isn't?); etc.  It features a wealth of "Old Florida" architecture: Flagler College, Santa Monica Hotel, Lightner Museum, etc., and a number of appealing restaurants - Spanish, contemporary, seafood etc. Among many other attractions - a lighthouse to climb, a "Gator Farm" with all 23 known varieties, and lots of beautiful birds. 

2)  Sea Island and St. Simons Island (1 hour north of the JAX) are rated as two of the best golf resorts in the country and their prices reflect that honor.

3)  Jekyll Island (same area) has very affordable, old style natural golf courses.  Jekyll was the winter playground of the Rockefeller's, Morgan's, Vanderbilt's etc. during the Gilded Age.  Their guests stayed at the Jekyll Island Club Hotel which is now open to the public.  You can see, in some cases, tour, their 'cottages', chapel and carriage houses.  Former hired help living quarters have been turned into shops of all types, as well as a Sea Turtle Sanctuary, which you can  visit.  Jekyll is a National Historic Places Landmark.

4) High end shopping options – 

1. Newly opened Prime Outlet (Saks, Michael Kors, Kate Spade etc.) in St. Augustine, 1/2 hour from Sawgrass; St. John's Town Center Shopping Village, with stores and restaurants to please everyone. Premium Outlet mall is across the street with even more shops. There is also an excellent assortment of boutiques and restaurants in the upscale shopping center about 1/2 mile from the Marriott Sawgrass Resort. 

5) JAX also has some other notable attractions: Pro football, the Jacksonville Jaguars play the Arizona Cardinals at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday; Cummer museum with an excellent art collection and beautiful gardens; JAX Landing on the St. John's River, with lots of restaurants and shops; a well regarded Zoo; Fort Caroline - where the French settled one year before St. Augustine, but were massacred by the Spanish.

6) Amelia Island Plantation (FL), where there is a Ritz Carlton Resort.  This was also the site of a Golfing Grads Event.  Fernandina is a 200 year-old town on Amelia, with a lot of old FL history, (a former fishing, trading, RR village) great atmosphere, quaint and antique shops, restaurants and natural beaches.  There is currently a ferry across the St. Mary's River to the 200 year-old city of St. Mary's, Ga.  The National Park Service runs several ferries a week for the 45 minute trip to Cumberland Island National Seashore (no vehicles allowed), once owned by the Rockefeller's (and Revolutionary War hero Nathaniel Greene).  At Cumberland you will be greeted by wild horses, sea birds and armadillos.  JFK, Jr. was married in the tiny chapel on Cumberland.

7) Just south and north of St. Augustine are nature preserves with fine beaches and kayaking  in the marsh.  A little further south is Marineland, where those so inclined can look at, pet or swim with the dolphins.  Further afield is Daytona Beach, Kennedy Space Center with great bird, nature and beach areas nearby, and of course, Orlando less than 2 hours away.

Other CLASS EVENT details:

GOURMET WINE AND CHEESE TASTING SOCIAL

    Sample over a dozen wines and cheeses from all over the world; with shrimp, vegetable, and fruit plates, chocolates, crackers, nuts, etc. Come and go as you like- other beverages available, including non- alcoholic.

CLASS DINNER/DANCE:


We'll start off in the Hospitality Suite with an Open Bar cocktail hour from 6:00- 7:15; then we'll stroll 50 yards over to our private lakeside Pavilion for a gourmet, all you can eat buffet (see menu below), from 7:30- 9:00; there will be two bottles of wine provided free for each table included- thanks to Mike Oshel; cash bar also available; following the dinner, THE best band in north Florida, the Susie Kite Band, will play Classic Rock from 9 to Midnight for your listening and dancing pleasure. 

Dinner buffet menu:

Field greens with candied pecans, pancetta and maple sherry dressing

Apple cider slaw with mustard seed

Grilled chicken salad and grape tomatoes

From the grill:

New york strip steak seasoned with tumbleweed rub 

Braised country style pork ribs

Jack Daniels beef brisket                                      

Grilled grouper with lemon broth (low cholesterol)

Baked potato bar  with roasted portobello, crispy fried onions, crème fraiche and roasted garlic chunks

Baked sweet potatoes with cinnamon maple butter and candied pecans

Seasonal grilled vegetables

Fresh jalapeno corn bread, rolls and sweet butter

Pastry chef’s sweet delight selection

OTHER OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES:

(Note: The Marriott Resort has a shuttle to beach, tennis and golf facilities.)

TENNIS FULL DAY PACKAGE:

One hour private lesson with ATP Pro

One hour with ball machine

Unlimited Court time on your choice of surfaces 

One can of official ATP Tour Tennis balls

Official ATP Cap

Towels, locker, use of sauna and whirlpool

ST. AUGUSTINE SEGWAY TOUR:

Guests will begin with a brief instruction on how to operate their new mode of 

transportation.  The tour will glide them through the historic streets of St. 

Augustine with effortless motion.  We will travel from the Fountain of Youth, pass 

the Fort of Castillo de San Marcos, cross over St. George Street, all while 

learning tips, history, and knowledgeable information about this historical city. 

• Location:  St. Augustine 

• Estimated Travel Time: 30 minutes 

• Length of Activity:  Two (2) Hours   

• Minimum 4 people/Maximum 6 people 

• Package price includes:  Segway introduction, tour guide, water and gratuity  

DEEP SEA FISHING:

For a morning or afternoon of sun, fun and water, there is no better activity than 

deep-sea fishing. With the beautiful Atlantic Ocean at our doorstep, there are a 

variety of fish to catch and an experience to last a lifetime. 

Each Captain has his own favorite spot where he is confident you will be able to 

catch that “big one”. The boat trip will take approximately 45 minutes to find that 

perfect fishing spot.  Full bait and tackle are provided for each charter and the 

Captain and crew will assist you with setting up your fishing gear in hopes of 

catching that big one! 

• Location:  St. Augustine 

• Estimated Travel Time: 30 minutes 

• Length of Activity:  Four (4) hour charter   

• Minimum 1 person/Maximum 6 people 

• Package price includes:  4 hour private charter, captain, first mate, bait 

and tackle, fishing license and gratuity 

INTRACOASTAL FISHING:

For a morning or afternoon of sun, fun and water, there is no better activity than 

fishing in the Intracoastal waterways of Northeast Florida. There are a variety of 

fish to catch and an experience to last a lifetime. 

Each boat ranges from 18’ – 25’, has an open center console and will 

accommodate 3 guests.  We offer half day (4 hours) and full day (8 hours) private 

charters.  The fishing methods are live bait, casting lures, or trolling.  Depending 

on the time of year, the fish you can expect to catch in our Intracoastal 

waterways are as follows: 

Spotted Trout, Red Fish, Flounder, Black Drum, Weak Fish, Jack Crevalle, Lady 

Fish, Blue Fish, Whiting, Spanish Mackerel, Pompano, and Tarpon 

• Location:  St. Augustine 

• Estimated Travel Time: 30 minutes 

• Length of Activity: Four (4) Hour Charter   

• Minimum 1 person/Maximum 3 people 

• Package price includes: Captain, gratuity, bait, tackle and fishing license 

 BEACHFRONT HORSEBACK RIDING:

Take a break from the ordinary and enjoy a breathtaking view while horseback 

riding in beautiful Amelia Island.  This ride is for every skill level. Your expert 

guides pay attention to every detail of your journey to ensure that you and your 

guests have a very memorable experience. A great start for a day of visiting all that beautiful Amelia Island has to offer.

• Location:  Amelia Island  

• Estimated Travel Time: 1 hour and 10 minutes 

• Length of Activity:  One (1) Hour 

• Time: 10 a.m. 

• Minimum 4 people/Maximum 12 people 

• Package price includes: 1 hour ride and gratuity

FRESH WATER KAYAKING:

Explore the tranquil inland marshes and creeks by kayak.  You will learn about 

the area’s eco-system and the barrier island eco-system.  Our guided trips 

include instruction and all the equipment you will need for a relaxing and 

comfortable paddle. 

Ospreys, pelicans and egrets are just a few of over 300 migrating species of 

birds you can see during your kayak tour.  Join us in the exploration of the 

coastal marsh and islands teaming with wild life.  Marsh grasses paint a mural 

right before your eyes.  You will experience a relaxing and informative trip that’s 

hard to find so close to a city.  This coastal paradise always provides us with a 

gentle breeze of 5-10 knots for a very comfortable experience.  Top-notch 

equipment and guides are all provided on beginner friendly trips. 

• Location: Ponte Vedra Beach 

• Estimated Travel Time: 10 minutes 

• Length of Activity:  Three (3) Hours   

• Minimum 4 people/Maximum 20 people 

• Package price includes: 3 hour private paddle, trained guide, instructional 

and safety lessons, all equipment and gratuity

PARASAILING:

Altitude is the name of the game in parasailing. Now, thanks to our modern 

equipment and professional, experienced U. S. Coast Guard licensed crew, you 

can safely soar up to 1400 feet in the air above the beaches of the Nation's 

Oldest City! Gently take-off and land from our custom-built boat. No running on 

the beach or steering the sail. The boat does all the work for you! Up to three 

people can fly together side by side!! 

• Location:  St. Augustine 

• Estimated Travel Time: 30 minutes 

• Length of Activity: 75 minutes 

• Minimum 4 people/Maximum 6 people 

*Depending on altitude (700, 1000 &1400 feet) - For an additional $6.00 per person your flight can be upgraded to a “Sport Ride” which include Parasail "tricks" that are done while you are flying! These 
include: Double Dipping and Free-Falls 
Non-Flying Observers $30 on a space available basis only

BEGINNER’S GOLF LESSONS- GOLF 101

Have you always wanted to learn the golf game, but have been afraid to do so?  

This is an opportunity for you!!! 

Begin with a 1.5 hour classroom session learning the etiquette, rules and 

fundamentals, and the history of the game and TPC Sawgrass.   

Once your classroom session is complete, it’s time to head to the course where 

you will have a 2 hour session with a 5 to 1 student – teacher ratio.  This is where 

you will learn the fundamentals of the golf swing and mastering the basics of the 

golf game.    

Included in your package is the following: 

• 4 hour classroom session and golf clinic at TPC Sawgrass 

• 5 to 1 Student to Teacher Ratio 

• Beverage Station at the TOUR Academy 

• Minimum of 10 guests 

INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED GOLF LESSONS

Experience personal instruction at the TOUR Academy TPC Sawgrass where 

you will learn the full swing techniques and short game instruction.  Your four 

hour experience is complemented by the latest teaching technologies including 

comparative video analysis where your golf swing will be analyzed and corrected.

Included in your package is the following: 

• 4 hour intermediate/advanced golf clinic at TPC Sawgrass 

• 5 to 1 Student to Teacher Ratio 

• Beverage Station at the TOUR Academy 

• Comprehensive Student Manual 

• Comprehensive Video Swing Analysis 

• Minimum of 5 guests 

GOLF SIGN UP AND INFO:

   General info: Travel and Leisure magazine has rated the Sawgrass resort as the number one golf resort in all of Florida, and one of the top 10 nationwide! The Stadium (with its famous island green) and Valley courses are world renowned and the site of the TPC Players Championship Tournament every May. Early arrivals and late departures will have the opportunity to play the famed courses at the World Golf Village, 30 min. away. We have been able to negotiate big discounts for these courses.

   All golf fees will be charged in advance via the website. *Important* Because of the high demand for these courses, all golf reservations will be locked in 2 months prior (17 JULY). If you want to pay by check, contact Ralph Cruikshank at ralphc@atlanticbb.net
   Refunds will only be granted for personal emergencies that cause cancellation of attendance at the Mini reunion.

   If you wish to be paired with specific partners, Ed Unruh will try to accommodate your requests. You can email him after the 17 July lock-in and then he can arrange the parings and start times: barbaraed65@yahoo.com

Wednesday, 16 September- Twilight, beginning 1:00 p.m. World Golf Village King &          Bear Course ($109)

Thursday, 17 September- beginning 10:00 a.m. Sawgrass Stadium Course ($220)

Thursday, 17 September- Replays after first round, or twilight play beginning at 2:30 p.m. (IF AVAILABLE). Price TBA, but probably around $100 for  Sawgrass Valley and $150 for Sawgrass Stadium Course.

Saturday, 19 September- beginning 9:00 a.m. Sawgrass Stadium Course ($220)

Saturday, 19 September- beginning 9:00 a.m. Sawgrass Valley Course ($150)

Saturday, 19 September- Replays after first round, or twilight play beginning at 2:30 p.m. (IF AVAILABLE), price TBA, but probably around $100 for Sawgrass Valley and $150 for Sawgrass Stadium.

Sunday, 20 September- beginning 11:00 a.m. World Golf Village King & Bear Course ($139)

Sunday, 20 September- beginning 11:00 a.m. World Golf Village Slammer & Squire Course ($109)

    More info: The Stadium Course (slope 155) where the "5th Major" is played in May, has raised it's high season rates to $375, while the equally beautiful and more player-friendly Valley Course (slope 135) is around $240.  After intense negotiations, we were able to obtain a Stadium rate of $220 and a Valley rate of $150.  There is also a decent possibility of twilight rates at both courses for 1/2 - 2/3 the regular rates.  Twilight, however, starts at 2:30 p.m. and may create a problem with late starters or slow players to arrive for start time for evening activities.  Therefore, those interested in twilight rates might consider playing either Wednesday or Sunday (or possibly Thursday).  (Anyone interested in seeing these courses can watch the televised TPC Tournament in May.)

    Barbara and Ed Unruh live 30 minutes from the JAX Airport, (across the Georgia border, in St. Mary's) on a fine Mark McCumber Course ($$45-$60 guest fee) and are near excellent Davis Love and Arnold Palmer Courses ($30-$60).  They are offering golfers to put together a 2-3 day Golf Experience pre or post Reunion, including a barbecue- Just let them know at barbaraed65@yahoo.com or call call (912 576 2031). They live 2 miles east of Interstate 95 (Exit 1) in Osprey Cove, and “y'all are always welcome”.

